[Four cases of double bypass surgery involving choledochojejunostomy and gastrojejunostomy for inoperable peripancreatic head cancer].
Peripancreatic head cancer often causes obstructive jaundice and duodenal obstruction, which reduces the quality of life and hinders the administration of anti-cancer drugs. Here, we report 4 cases of double bypass surgery( biliary and gastric) for the treatment of inoperable peripancreatic head cancer. The patients' ages ranged from 64 to 72 years. Two patients had pancreatic head cancer and 2 had ampullary cancer. No postoperative morbidity was observed and all 4 patients resumed oral intake within 5 days after surgery and began receiving chemotherapy within 1 month after surgery. There was immediate relief of biliary obstruction in all 3 patients with obstructive jaundice. None of the patients experienced recurrence of obstructive jaundice requiring biliary drainage. Two patients who died of cancer were able to consume food orally just before they died. Although bypass surgery is more invasive than endoscopic stenting, it may be safe and useful not only for palliation, but also for induction or continuation of chemotherapy.